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Abstract

H. S p e n ¢ SelfMdsterwand Fat with the Cycles of Liéamains one of the Risucian
OrderAMORCOs most enduringly popular publicati ol
outside theDrderwho appreciate its systematic approach to planning the hours, days, and years

of our lives.This paper explains the mystical astrology that formedthebasis L e wi s 6s b o«
al so demonstrates astrologyobés fundament al r ol
during his intense years of seeking before making contact with the Rosicrucians in France and

during the early years of his AMORC lead#ps In addition, this document delves into

twentiethcentury Rosicrucian and American history to unrdkiold Rosicrucian mystery

why did H. Spencer Lewis, a practicing astrologer who gave astrology a central role in

AMORCG formative years, disavoastrology inSelfMastery and Fate with the Cycles of [Afe

This paper seeks to discover the truth beltieinysteryof why Lewis denied astrology in his

book on cyclesAlong the way, it presents strong evidence to suggeshdse plausiblesolution

to this nearly centurpld secreand summarizes the factors thastlikely explainwhy Lewis

denied astrology in his books this paper demonstrat@scombination of psonal and

professional challenges led Lewis to disavow astrologieifMastery and Fateut of a desire

to protect the Rosicrucian Order frdartherlegal, financial, and reputational challenges.

Keywords H. Spencer LewisAstrology, Mystical Astrology, SelfMastery and Fate with the
Cycles of LifeRosicrucian historyAMORC, American Rosae Crugi€romaat Evangeline
Adams cycle of sevenplanetary cyclesplanetary hours

Léastrol ogi ej] anyesn ti &g uelLals@inssderse et le destin avec les cycles
de la vie »

Anne NordhausBike
Résumé

Le livre de Harvey Spencer Lewis « Laitnisede soi et le dstin avec les cycles tkevie »
continude&ud@®®°tdrees publ i cati on sleld RosCrqgix]aussibignop ul ai

parmi les Rosicruciengue parmc e ux qui ne f on fcarpoassppr¢cientdon e de |
approche systématique de la planification des heures, des jours et desdanétre vie. Cet
article explique | 6dastrologie mystique qui a
®gal ement |l e rtl e fondament adansdegrivietuatsut r ol ogi e
dans le publicau cours de ses années intensesdec her che avant dbéentrer

Rosicruciensle France et pendant les premiéres années dgeas t i on d.d&n dutteAcMORC
document plonge dans | 6histoire rosiwurucienne
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vieux mystére rosicrucierpourquoi H. Spencer Lewis, un astrologue pratiquant qui a donné a

| 6astrologie un r'le central d-#ddésavolées ann®es
| 6 ast r o&lamaitese dkasaiet le destin avec les cycles de la¥iget article cherche
d®couvrir la v®rit® derri re |l e myst re de | a

livre sur les cycles. En cours de route, il présente des preuves solides pour suggérer la solution la
plus plausible a ce secret presque centergtirésume les facteurs qui expliquent le plus

probabl ement pour quoi Lewis a ni® | b6astrol ogi
ce futune combinaison de défpersonnels et professionnels comdusit Lewis ase comporter

de lasortepardésird pr ot ®gde la RdseéEr@xcdornet r e ddéautres d®fi s
financiers et de réputation.

Mots-clés: H. Spencer Lewis, Astrologie, Astrologie mystigua,Maitrise de soi ee destin
avec les cycles de la vie, Histoire rosicrucienne, AMOR®@Ggican Rosae CrucisCromaat
Evangeline Adams, cycle de sept, cycles planétaires, heures planétaires

Astrologia Mistica Detras delAutodominio y el Destino con los Ciclos de la Vida
Anne NordhausBike
Resumen

Autodominio y el Destino con I&clos de la Vidale H. Spencer Lewis sigue siendo una de las
publicaciones mas populares de la Orden Rosacruz, AMORC, entre ambos los Rosacruces como
aquellos fuera de la Orden que aprecian su enfoque sisteméatico para planificar las horas, los dias
y losafios de nuestras vidas. Este articulo explica la astrologia mistica que formo la base del

libro de Lewis. También demuestra el papel fundamental de la astrologia en el trabajo de su vida,
particularmente y de manera mas publica durante sus intensos dfissjdeda antes de hacer
contacto con los Rosacruces en Francia y durante los primeros afios de su liderazgo en AMORC.
Ademas, este documento profundiza en la historia Rosacruz y estadounidense del siglo XX para
descifrar este viejo misterio Rosacruz: ;¢ H. Spencer Lewis, un astrélogo practicante que

le dio a la astrologia un papel central en los afios de formacion de AMORC, rechazd la astrologia
enAutodominio y el Destino con los Ciclos de la VAdsste articulo busca descubrir la verdad

detras del nsiterio de por qué Lewis nego la astrologia en su libro sobre ciclos. En el camino,
presenta pruebas sdlidas para sugerir la solucion mas plausible a este secreto de casi un siglo y
resume los factores que probablemente explican por qué Lewis nego lagéesteol su libro.

Como demuestra este articulo, una combinacion de desafios personales y profesionales llevo a
Lewis a rechazar la astrologia en Autodominio y Destino por un deseo de proteger a la Orden
Rosacruz de mas desafios legales, financieros ypdéa@on.

Palabras claveH. Spencer Lewis, Astrologia, Astrologia Mistiéaitodominio y Destino con los

Ciclos de la VidaHistoria Rosacruz, AMOR@\merican Rosae Crugi€romaat Evangeline
Adams, ciclo de siete, ciclos planetarios, horas planetarias
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Astrologia Mistica Por Tras de Autodomhio e o Destino com os Ciclos da Vida
Anne NordhausBike
Resumo

Autodomiio e o Destino com os Ciclos da Vidie H. Spencer Lewjgerdura como uma das
publicac@smais populares da Orddrosaruz - AMORC, tanto entre os Rosacruzes quanto
entre aqueles fora da Ordem que apreciam sua abordagenaistgrara planejar as horas, dias

e anos de nossas vidas. Este artigo explica a astrolégtiaarmgue formou a basana o livro de
Lewis. Tamlgém demonstra o papel fundamental da astrologia no seu trabalho principal,
particularmente e mais publicamente durante seus intensos anos de busca antes de entrar em
contato com os Rosacruzes na Eeae durante os primeiros anassua liderappnaAMORC.

Além disso, este documento aprofursdana hisbria Rosacruz e americana dé&slo XX para
desvendar este antigo néisb Rosa&ruz: por que H. Spencer Lewis, um éstgo praticante, que
deuaastrologia um papel central nos anlesformacédo da AMORC, repudia a astrologia em
Autodomiio e o Destino com os Ciclos da Vid&ste artigo procura descobrir a verdade @er tr
do misério quanto aos motivos pelos quais Lewis negou a astrologia em seu livro sobre ciclos.
Ao longo do textoséo apresentadas fortes énidias a fim dgropora soligdo mais plausel

para esse segredo quase cefrtere sdo sintetizados os fatores que explicam de forma mais
provavelpor que Lewis negou a astrologia em seu livro. Como este artigo demonstra, uma
combinacgéo de desafios pessoais e profissionais levou Lewis a repudiar a astrologia em
Autodomiio e o Destingelo desejo de proteger a Ordem Rosadenovos desafios legais
financeiros e reputacionais.

Palavraschave H. Spencer Lewis, Astrologia, Astrologiaistica,Autodomiio e o Destino com
os Ciclos da Vidahistria Rosaruz, AMORC,Rosae Cruci®\mericana Cromaat Evangeline
Adams, ciclo de sete, ciclos plaa#bs, horas planétias

Selbstmeisterung, Schicksal und Lebensrhythmam H. Spencer Lewis und die mystische
Astrologie

Anne NordhausBike
Zusammenfassung

Das BuchSelbstmeisterung, Schicksal und LebensrhythraerH. Spencer Lewis bleibt eines

der pgularen und dauerhaften Publikationen des Ordens vom Rosenkreuz, AMORC. Sowohl
Rosenkreuzer als auch Au3enstehenden schatzen seine systematische Vorgehensweise in der
Planung von Stunden, Tagen und Jahren unseres Lebens. Dieser Beitrag erklart dieemystisch
Astrologie, die dem Buch vom H. Spencer Lewis zugrunde liegt. Auch wird hier gezeigt wie die
mystische Astrologie wahrend seines intensiven Suchens, bevor er Kontakt mit den
Rosenkreuzern aus Frankreich hatte und wéhrend seiner ersten Jahren als AMI®RC Le
tatsachlich eine Hauptrolle in seinem Lebenswerk spielte, dies sowohl irdffetitiichen als

im offentlichen Kontext.
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Dieses Dokument befasst sich zuséatzlich eingehend mit der Geschichte der Rosenkreuzer und

von Amerika im 20Jahrhundert mit dem Ziel ein altes Rétsel der Rosenkreuzer zu liften nl. :
Warum verl eugnet H. Spencer Bebaimessterdnge Astr ol o
Schicksal und Lebensrhythnien o bwoh!l er ein praktizierender
einezentrale Rolle in den Entwicklungsjahren von AMORC zuschrieb?

Diese Arbeit versucht die Wahrheit hinter dem Ratsel zu finden, warum Lewis die Astrologie in
seinem Buch verleugnete. Dartber hinaus werden tiefgehende und einleuchtende Hinweise
angeboten. ®ibieten eine sehr glaubwiurdige Losung fir das fast hundert Jahre alte Geheimnis
wobei verschiedene Griinde zusammengefasst werden, warum Lewis die Astrologie in seinem

Buch hochstwahrscheinlich verleugnete. Eine Kombination von persoénliche und berufliche

Her ausforderungen f¢hrte dazu, dass Lewis die
Schicksal und Lebensrhythmenfi verl eugnete, um
rechtliche, finanzielle und rufschadigende Herausforderungen zu schitzen.

Schlussehiirte: H. Spencer Lewis, Astrologie, mystische Astrolo§&bstmeisterung und
Schicksal in den Lebenszyklelie Geschichte der Rosenkreuzer, AMOR®grikanische Rosae
Crucis Cromaat, Evangeline Adams, der Zyklus von der Sieben, planetarische Zyklen,
planetarische Stunden

Introduction

Whil e many Rosicrucians may be aware of H. Sp
today know that he also worked as a professional astrologer.

Figure 1.Among many other skills and talenk$, Spencer Lewisvas a longtime professional astrologer
Image fromthe Rosicruciamrchives.
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In 1907, Lewis placed a larg#ustrated ad in a Pittsburgh newspaper promoting his services as
an astrologet.The ad demonstrates his communication, sales, and business savvy (skills that
would serve him well after founding ti@der) with a compelling headline asttikingimages,

al i st of features and b e pgdchicthartantdaonrdo sacno poefof earn df
copy of his fAastrological book. 0

LET HIM TELL
YOUR FORTUNE FREE

He Will Send You a Reading of Your Life, an Astral-
Psychic Chart and Horoscope, and a Copy of-His
Astrological Book, Absolutely Free of Charge

COVER PAGE OF BOOK SENT FREE. BACK PAGE OF BOOK SENT FREE.

(e grmmeeti  Wonderful
YOUR < 3 Predictions

For You!

NN Your Real Life Told at Last

e~

Z
N

Know What the Stars Say You
Will Do the Balance
of This Year.

Y

nglywo
S

mﬁ’w’x‘&gn“ggmmmzf‘m ?

Would you like to know, for the asking, what the future has in store for you? Would it be any
advantage to you to know how your health will be; how your business will go; whether you will be
happy or unhappy ; what your weak points and strong characteristics are, and how to improve your con-,
dition, financially, socially and physically? If so, here is an opportunity you should grasp at once. It
iwill cost you nothing. If you are pleased, tell your friends. That's advisable. You will be doing!

them a favor. |
l Professor Lewis of New York City seems to have lifted the veil of mystery that has enveloped
'the science of Astrology for centuries past. Combining his knowledge of Psychic Force with his won-,
‘derful system of Astrology, he has brought his me:hod down to an absolutely sciantific basis, reading
ithe strange workings of the planets under whose sign one is born with amazing accuracy. So start-;
ling are his predictions that those who receive them are almost carried back tu the days of great mir-!
’ acles and forced to believe that Professor Lewis must be possessed of a strange but wonderful power. |
Even astrologers stand amazed at the accuracy with which he foretells the future. |
If you wish a free reading of your life with predictions for the balance of the year. on a beautiful,
Astral-Psychic Chart: if you wish to knpw your lucky and unlucky periods; what pitfalls to avoid;:
I\what opportunities to grasp; suggestions on business, friends, enemies, love, marriage ties, travels, sick-/
‘ness. death, etc., write a short letter to Professor Lewis, Room 46, No. 43 West 27th Street, New York
City, and you will receive it by mail without delay and absolutely free. Be sure to give date, month and
year of birth, spell out your first and last name and write your address plainly. Kindly enciose 10 cents
ito cover cost of mailing, etc., and Professor Lewis will send you his new and finely illustrated book, en-
titled “Your Past, Present and Future Revealed.” without any charge whatever. Be sure to tell your:
friends. No one will be disappointed. They are sent bv mail, postage prepaid, and absolutely free. i

Remarkable Psychlc Astrologer Tells
Past, Present and Future Wilb
Amazing Accuracy to All
Who Write, Abso-
lutely Free,

WILL OPEN YOUR EYES.

——

The Pittsburgh Press, Pittsburgh Pennsylvania, Sunday, June 9, 1907

| —_—— mEE— =

Figure 2. Lewis employed classic communication and sales techniques, indardipglling headlines
andan offer for something free, in crafting ads for his astrology products and services.
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fiYou Will Deny Me Three Timesd?

Nevertheless, by 192fiist as the disciple PetdeniedYeshua Jesu¥three timesso H.
Spencet. e wi s publ i cly dtereeitirmedn Salfvastery bnol Gagddo s r ol e

In this book, he referenced astrology six timathin the text:

- oneclarification?

- two mentions (one of which can be found in the ingfex)

- threeinstances denying astrolo@yuch like the disciple Pe®y distancing his method
strongly from astrology or redirecting the read&or exampleatthe beginning of chapter
10, Lewis writes that "the laws and principles set forth in this book have naught to do with
the art and practice of the system callstiadogy, and whether one believes that the planets
have any effect upon life or not is immaterial in consideration and application of the system
set forth in these chapter."

Why did H. Spencer Lewis, a longtime professional astrologersah@stroloy asii t h e
Greatest of All Sciences, the explanation of all Religion, the Key of All Knowledge and
Sciencedeny f &dhkd DB o k e d®Bndtloricé, rodtwice, but three timieand
in no uncertain terms?

The answer lies in New Yorkyhere a series of personal experiences and sensational public
incidents widely covered in the press cast the shadows that marked Lewis as a man and as a
mystic and led to his 1929 decision.

Early Daysin New York

Harvey Spencer Lewis was basn SundayNovember 25, 1883, at 12:38 p.m. in Frenchtown,
New Jersey!!

His family moved to New York City while he was still a boy, and Lewis attended public schools,
completing high school in 1899.

At that ti me, Ne w Yepicekter forepublisbing (aa well asttdturenaad i on 6 s
international contacts, thanks in part to waves of immigrants arriving from Europe). The city

vibrated with new ideas, progressive idealism, and various approaches to contacting and studying
realms beyond thphysical, objective self.

In this rich ferment, Lewis set out to make his way in the world. He landed a job at a book
publisherandsupplemented his income with photographic portraitbventually, hemoved on
to various newspapers, contributing art design, photography, and later writing.

Il n summer, 1902, he met Amelia (AMol |l ¥eod) Gol

Son (and latermperator) Ralph Maxwell Lewis was born February 14, 1804;30 a.m. in
New Yorkl4 daughter Vivian was bordanuary 2719091
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Figure3Amel i a fAMol |l i ed Gol ds mi t hhetwemetis1902) matiedlih. Spenc e

1903, and had two children. Image fréime Rosicruciamrchives.

By 1907, Lewis was involvedeeplyi n astr ol ogy and making ficont a
c

and women who were investigating psy®hi I
Christian Rebisse, in his book on Rosicrucianism, defines New Thought as "sophitzal
movement with Jude€@hristian overtones that teaches the laws of the creative power of thought.

Its goal is to lead each follower to a balanced, harmonious life and 4@ak#ation.®’

By 1908,Lewis had combinedstrology with New Thoughiy contributing astrology articles to
The Future the New Thought movement magazifie.

Also at this time, he founded the New York Institute for Psychical Research with help from his
employer to investigate supernatural phenomena and spiritualisexpose fraudulent
mediums?®

The Terrible Restlessness

Through all these encounters and investigations, Lewis suffered a terrible restlessness and
dissatisfaction with what he was learning. He wanted greater depth and better answers but
remained in a sta of inner seeking and conflict.

Mystics will recognize this process as the necessary discomfort driving the individual to

reconnect with a mystical path in the current incarnatton.some seekers, this restlessness or
discomfort night manifest asvhatRosicrucians call the Obscure Night (sometimes called the
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Dark Night of the SouJ in which a period of great darkness and inner adjustment and
reorganization arrives for the soul, just prior to attaining a quickening of the inner
consciousnes® Generally,it manifests as a restless feeling, antdlwne regains the path to

pick up where the soul left off in the prior life, inner tension will remain and mount, particularly
if the individual has a critical mission to perform, as LewisZid.

Somer el i ef arrived on April 23, ?2whéh8ewishada f a mo u
significant mystical experience. Pressures both internal and external continued, however, as he
sought what he saw as the solution to his conflict: contact withdkeRcians.

By the next year, it arrived.
Making Contact

I n 1909, Lewis made hi affepwritingto a Fards fewppaper ney t o
editor, who advised him to come to that City of Light for guidance in connecting with the Rosae
Crucs.

Lewis left New York July 24and in Paris underwent a series of vexations and puzzling
encounters that he later realized were tests of his persistence, sincerity, and worthiness. At one
point, one of his new French contacts demanded his birth day, birth year, and birtddraur

with other personal information (details every astrologer recognizes as the kegatitmgan

accurate birth chart).

Eventually, he reached Toulouse and met with leaders of the Rosic@rdan They were
expecting him, and o ohart (tedifding @ bydws miaules aneé masts 6 s b i
likely creating his progressed chart for the time of this 1909 meeting, based on remarks Lewis
reports in recounting his Apilgrimdés journeyo

TheRose Croix (Rosicrucians) of Franakso initiated him into th®rder Rosae Crucis and
charged him with Aspre*xding the Light in 6Ame

Starting the Order in America

When he returned to New York, Lewis began pre
the Rosicrucia®©rder in North America.

In keepirg with instructions from his French contacts, Lewis began laying the groundwork but
waited until 1915 to take his work public. That year, he held a meeting to draw seekers and form
the first Rosicrucian group.

Showecasing Astrology American Rosae Cruciand Cromaat

In those early days, Lewis drew heavily on his astrological expertise.
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Il n January 1916, he | aunched t hRosidrucian®digest t er at
magazine. Called thetmerican Rosae Crugis i t s i n afusganticleaahnounsed thag, 6 s
while the publication would fAbe an exponent o
open for the discussion of questions on religion, mysticism, occultism, astrology, and
ontologyé ¢?°

TheOrder publishedAmericanRosae Crucigvery month in 1916, but the magazine came out
irregularly after that: nine issues in 1917, no issues in 1918 and 1919, and two issues’tn 1920.
In this period, Lewis also created seven issues of a publication Catbetaat Each issue is
inumber edd al phab e tCromaal AthpugkCsomaat GTaerfiistdiee, f r om
appeared in 1918; the last two are undated, but textual analysis indicates they appeared in early
1919?27 Both publications contain references to astrology.

American Rosae Crucimmade astrology a focal point, and nearly every issue contains references

to the subject, in many cases numerous references and articles. Early issues presented birth data
and astrological profiles of some oftbe d e r 6 s o ffamousenystcal am dultueal

figures. They also provided articles teaching astrology basics such as planets and houses; a series
on esoteric astrology; recommendati ofdsandf or as
classified ads for astrologal publications, services, and products.

THE AMERICAN ROSAE CRUCIS

before mentioned, and Neptune that God of the This New Year horoscope of the R. C. by

water, and universal emotion. When the outer-
most of the known planets of our solar system
was given, by astronomers, the name Neptune,
it was not a matter of chance as they may have
imagined, but the never varying working of
infinite law. The influence of the vibrations
of this planet upon man effect directly his emo-
tions or his soul and lead him to great heights
or the utmost depths. So Neptune, trident in
hand, directs us through his element. He
arouses in us sympathy, compassion, hospital-
ity ; he withdraws us from the element of earth,
and leads toward vaster things, universal view
points, universal brotherhood, universal love.

synthesis results in Pisces; the “lady moon”
herself is there, and all indications point to the
harmonious working of the element of water
throughout the order, Universal brotherhood
and love! What greater endeavor, what greater
work can be imagined and the planets them-
selves now assist and draw us onward. Nep-

tune strives with all his might to lift us above
the present turmoil of the world. What may
we not accomplish as our hearts thrill to these
influences! Emotion (feeling) causes man to
think, thought leads to action, and so are raised
the temples of the ages.

It is mteresung to note that the birth-sign of our Imperator is Sagittarius and
g si is sces. His two great rulers are, therefore, Jupiter and Neptune. A

re-readm this article with this in mind, brings much additional illumination to our
members. —Pub shers.

Figure 4. This sectioaf an articlefrom the January 191&merican Rosae Crucghows how much

emphasis Lewis gave to asaswebdsthgy piuh lchith@R CoOn desar | y
practice ofsharing personal astrological detailsd analysi$or various leaders within th@rder.

| da Du

ncan Li eds January 1917 article anal
Yearo 3270 o

ittt
ffers particul ar pubhsheesregesling f eat ur
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Lewisodos birth and ri si ng Oslerigegas runnidd ctassifiedads De c e
for a paidservice providingi Ast r ol ogi cal Horosobpeed on ARBbad
original Egyptian and Rosaecrucian system of &stro #y . 0

ASTROLOGICAL HOROSCOPES

Those desiring to have a reliable, authentic and carefully made Horoscope based upon the
original Egyptian and Rosaecrucian system of Astrology, will welcome this announcement,

Arrangements have been made by the Supreme Grand Lodge, to have one of its advanced
brothers make Horoscopical maps from given birth dates, and to prepare complete and helpful
interpretations and readings from such maps, in accordance with the very ancient system known
exclusively to those who have studied many years in this special work.

Such “Readings of Life™ are not only interesting but give a good guide to all those who are
interested in the arts, sciences and professions, what physical and mental conditions to avoid, what
elements of character to strengthen or modify, what periods of life are indicated as being especially
fortunate for certain acts, and what benefits may be derived from following such advices.

These Horoscopes will be made exclusively for our members and because of the very consid-
erable time required in making the maps, and preparing interpretations and readings, a fee of $10
is charged for the work of making each map and reading.

Send your complete birth date including the hour and minute and locality of birth, and if the
minute or hour of birth is not known, send your photograph and statement of your height, weight,
and color of eyes,

Send ail itt i h, Carcot S Grand Lod
by regisiercd teter to: Personal Help Department, 506 W45 St New Yo

Figure 5.,Among the services Lewis offered to memhkarsughAmerican Rosae Crucisas an

individual astrological h o r oThelaspparagrapbktisséhalseasth t he m
from theDecember 1916 issuedicates the advanced member creating these horoscopes was calculating

exact birth charts based on specific birth tinveisich would have included an accurate ascendant (rising

sign) and house cusps. the case of unknown birth timesappears the onmaking the chartperformed

the substantial research requiredto e at e a recti fied chart, using the
research toward probable ascendants.

Every issue contained at least one astrological reference until the September and October 1917
issues, which make no mention of the topic. (The September edition focused exclusively on the
Orderés first Jnational convention

As for theCromaatpublication issue<C, E, andG contain references to astrolqgyhile
Cromaat DmentionsMrs. May BanksSt acey 6s deat h date, an i mport
astrologer members.

Cromaat Ecovers astrology at length as part of an extensive geomancy system that used

astology as part of its techniqu€romaat Gcontains critical official communication to the

Order that includes a specific date®expressed
This wealth of documentary evidence demonstra
formative years and indicates why Lewis also included astrological teachings as part of the

Order 6s higher degrees.

Lewis Faces Challenges to Astrology

Why, then, did Levis disavow astrology publicly by the end of the 1920s?
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| magine yourself in LewisO0s shoes and experie
as he experienced the following challenges, both personal and professional:

1 In early April 1908, the U.Fostal Service named Lewis and the other principaiaitfre
Magazinein a fraud order for conducting business as astrologétshough investigations
ultimately cleared Lewis, they did not clear others named ifrélelorder. Had Lewis not
prevailed, his chances of success in founding and growing AMORC would have plummeted
A conviction would have meant being barred from usirgU.S. mail system for business
purposesbothfor mail delivery andor mail ordersand payments

T In 19009, Lewisodos | ife changed dramatically.
he had to wait six years to announce and start buildin@ttier in the United States.

1 In 1913, his beloved wife, Mollieaecame ill. Despite surgery to remove a ruptured
appendix, her health declined steadily over the springsheadliedn May, leaving him with
two young children.

1 In 1914, Lewis met Martha Modfr, and the two married. They had a son in 1915 and a
daughter in 1917, growing the family to six members.

1 In 1915, Lewis started ti@rder publicly, under a complex, binding timeline and instructions
from his contacts in France. Teder grew rapidly, and Lewis oversaw everything,
including moving its offices in 1916.

1 As alongtime publishing professionakwis knew theéOr d e r 0 s wosild deperdsos
communications, and early on he secured considerable funding for printing and binding
equipment. Before th@rder could buy the machines, a member he trusted to handle finances
embezzled the funds and disappedred.

1 From the start, rival Bsicrucian groups attacked teder33 Although Lewis and others
successfully addressed such attacks, doing so required time and care.

1 After the U.S. declared war on Germany in 1917 -@etiman sentiment grew. When the
U.S. seized the German ocean lilaperator, zealous and uninformed people reported the
Order for possible espionage, and police searched its headquarters and confiscated AMORC
files. Lewis successfully defended tDeder, and embarrassed officials apologized verbally,
yet the incident @ated substantial negative publicity that the nascent organization lacked
resources to countét.

T In1919,theddr der 6 s headquarters relocated to San F
Tampa, Forida, in 1925, unscrupulous vendors sent phony bills toitelemanding
payment®

1 Over the years, other people wrote to @reer, asking for money, even as Lewis and his
family made considerable financial sacrifices to sustain AMGRRC.

1 Eventually, harassment from rival Rosicrucian groups led to lengthy and costly litigation
(including a long trial in federal court in San Francisco), requiring considerable time away
from Lewi smhberatonto defend d@rder383°

Such challengeslong with criticism and slander against Lewis andQbger, continued
essentially until Lewisbs transition in Augus

Many of these facts can be founddnsmic Mission Fulfilleda biography of Lewis and his
Rosicrucian work by his soRalph Lews.
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Other factors compounded these difficulties, however.

Evangeline Adams: AstrologyfiRock Staro
In 1914, Lewis witnessed astrology itself go on trial in New York.
The most famous astrologer in the first third of tlventiethcentury was Evangeline Adams

(February 8, 1868 November 10 or 12, 1932). Adams achieved fame in New York in 1899 with
an astrological prediction that proved accurate, and she moved toytire X905%°

Figure 6.Evangeline Adamsl868i1 1932) was the most famous astraom the first third of the
twentiethcentury. Like Lewis, she was a master of communicatiwhpublicity and eventually hosted a

radio program. Although the author has found no proof Lewis and Adams knew eaqgbectoally, the
name of Adamsés radi o pr ogr anmmightBaweekeotvn adouisLewasr vy o f
known other Rosirucians Since its early days, AMORC has used an instrumental version of the song
iAlBweet Mystery o*Thisimdgeisintheublic dormainr i t ual s.
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As a New York resident active in thevebeeh yods |
well aware of Adams. Like Lewis, her work appeared in newspapers, and she became known
across the country because a powerful newspaper syndicate carried her column in papers
throughout the U.S.

In her day, Adams won the kind of fame now accordeehtertainers, singers, sports figures,

and global celebrities. She attracted an international clientele that included opera stars Enrico
Caruso and Mary Garden, mythologist Joseph Campbell, stock market and financial l€aders J
Morgan and Charles Schwab, and English royals and aristocrats.

At the heightof her popularity she operated out of six suites of offices in Carnegie Hall and
presided over a radio program supported by mainstream sponsors. She (and especially her
husband) had a genius for publicity, and it would have been impossible for Lewis not to have
been aware of Adams.

Adams | ater became the focal point of sensat.i
decisions about astrology.

New York Anti-Fortune-Telling Laws

Meanwhile, New YorlStatd s not or i ousl y viartgnetelinglaws power f ul
empowered police to target astrologers as well as mediums, the Roma, immigrants, and others
deemediunacceptablé??

Authorities filed charges against Ada in 1914 under Section 899 of the New York Code of
Criminal Procedure, which prohibited "persons pretending to tell fortunes" and categorized
fortune tellers as "disorderly persortdl"awmakers based the New York statute on the anti
fortunetelling clause included in the United Kingdom's 1824 Vagrancy Act.

Law enforcemenpersonnetoutinely swept through specific areas or neighborhoods, arresting
everyone they saw as suspect. Thasested typically comprised immigrants and mediums,

usually those without means or power, although the moreonkllf and Ar espectabl e
themselves caught in police sweéps.

Gender Bias, Moves Toward Equality

Many of those arrested were womangd many of them were mediums. Law enforcement
attitudes reflected endemic gender bias in the larger culture as well as xenophobia.

In the case of astrology, its survival after its ejection from European universities in the early

1600s depended largelyénh i di ng i n pl ain sight(booksthatpubl i ca
provide plant s 6 foranmdcal pusposgsand ansanacsi Atltough n s

astrological and esoteric history records names of men involved in this effort, women played the
dominant role in preserving and passing on tradsiesach asstrology and spiritualism,

particularly in America?®
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As for spiritual mediums, althougt. Spencer Lewis devoted significant time and energy to
exposing fraudulent mediums as part of his psychmasdarch, he acknowledged many
medi umsd abilities, believing tfhey originated

For women wishing to free themselves from Ame
females, spiritualism and mediumship (alavigh astrology) offered opportunities unavailable to

most other women: independence, travel, meaningful work, and a way to serve while using and
developing natural gifts. Along the way, they served as examples to other women, championed
womenos rhied hptesd, faorulhd t he womendés suffrage mov

The theatricality of seances at this time, an easy target for ridicule if seen only through a modern
lens, was due in part to a need for drama and ldahgexlife entertainment. Moreover, it helped
draw customers while expanding the larger movement togemderequality#’

Also, female practitioners provided some of the only solace available to grieving families,

particularly mothers who routinely saw thehildren fall prey to disease and often die as infants

or youngsters due to t he*®Adesireatoconptastshetieadgh chi | d
represented one of the few means toward emotional succor and healing, and with most mediums
being female, woren could feel a much greater assurance practitioners would understand their
suffering and work to alleviate it on the astral pladedernRosicruciangenerally refeto this

astral plane athe psychicplaneardie f i ne as a planemateexiaséahee
theSoul of man functions f r e e?Yetdespitethelsavicésndni t at i
helpthey provided, women remained vulnerable to police raids.

A Sensational Trial

Evangeline Adams herself came under scrutiny, antealfame and money could not protect
herPol i ce arrested her in 1911, 1-foriudetellimynd 1923
statute.

In 1914, she decided to fight back rather than simply pay a fine. The trial that resulted became a
national seng@n. Already possessing a wide audience through newspaper syndication, Adams
was figood copyo for every other news outlet,
received a delay of several months to prepare her case. Most of that period invabreadgt her
attorney enough astrology to be competent to defend her.

Adams presented her case in City Magistrate's Court, with City Magistrate John H. Freschi
presiding.As part of the trial, the judge gave Adams birth data for an unknown person (later

reveal ed as the judgeds son) . She read the cha
that the judge acquitted her of all wrongdoing. In addition to impressing the judge withanspot
description of his son6sydpmonmnssatng astrdlogyyas Adams w
science, not basedoomuanythiheg Daupesnharacal
specific method employing skills such as mathematics and research.
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After hearing the case, Freschi wrote a@z@e opinion tht stated"The defendant raises
astrology to the dignity of an exastience.." He closed his opinion by writing, "I am satisfied
that the defendant has not pretended to tell fortunes, and she is accordingly acfuitted."

Like the 1914 case, the 1911 and 1923 cases against Adams failed. Publicity from the 1914 case

undoubtedly helpgg her business and certainly boosted a
the legal system and the strain of litigation proved difficult and disturbing.

Lewisbs Vul nerability

Meanwhile like Adams,H. Spencer Lewisemainedvulnerable to prosecutioparticularly

during the years he lived in New York. He had practiced astrology for many years and continued

to consult with business magnates.

Textual analysis indicates he took steps to protect himself. In the January 1917 Bswezioan
RosaeCrucis it he publi sherso wrote that the Astrol
predictions of any kind and have naught to do

The February 1934 issue Rbsicrucian Digest nc |l udes a ARosicruci an
recommended books, includisglfMastery and FateThe book description says, in part,

ARBetter than any system of numerol ogy or astr

In addition, Lewis made the decision to step away fastnological consulting to focus
exclusively on AMORC! To serve his many clients and assist other seekers, hehisd@29
classic textSelfMastery and Fatgto present his system in a form that any reader could
comprehend and apply to daily lif&lso in 1929, he wrotRosicrucian Principles for Home and
Businesdo serve the same audience with additional guidance.

Resolvingthe Mystery

Regardless gbublic circumstances, Lewis remained absolutely dedicated to astPékyy
retained its principles in the advanced degree teacHiogexample, in an article about
harmonics, th®© r d eCromaat Cpublication features a diagram illustrating the cosmic
keyboard using astrological symbols. The article's text notes astkgglficance "to those
who are in the seventh or higher degregés."

Still, he chose to distance himself and @reler from any public connection to astrology,
especially in his 1929 book. Even though he b&sEMastery and Faten astrology (as will
be shown later in this paper), he decided to disavow,whhis earliest years of promoting the

Orderhehadc al | ed At he Greatest of Al | Sciences. 0

Based on the evidence presented here so far, Lewis appears to have made this decision for
several reasts:

1 The systenin SeltMastery and Fatevorks without knowing anything about astrology.
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1 By 1929 hehadretiredfrom consulting for business clients, so he wouldhastebeen
doing astrology for the public anymore.
1 He wroteSelfMastery and Fat@rimarily for his clients and the public, not for initiatefs
the Order(who wouldreceiveastrology in the teachings and in much greater depth).
1 Although clients appreciated his work and valued the business results it helped them achieve,
I t 6 s eyimayaot lave bhen receptive to astrology and would want their use of such a
system kept confidential (regardless of how
practical, materiat-focused perspective during the 1920s can be summed Peégent
Calvin Coolidge (1923 1929), whoin a 1925 speeghh e mar ked t hat At he chi
the American people is business. They are profoundly concerned with producing, buying,
selling, investing, “and prospering in the wo
1 Above all Lewis lored AMORC, serving it with his entire body and soul, every ounce of
strength, and every penny he had. He waited years to fir@rtiex and then more years
before he could establish it in the U.S. The last thing he would have wanted was to risk
puttingitn har més way, especially while already c
litigation.

These factors offer the most plausi bl e sol uti
astrology inSelfMastery and Fate

Mystical Astrology Behind Sel-Mastery and Fate

In developing the system he presente8étiMastery and Fate with the Cycles of L.ik@wis

drew on astrology's teachings regarding planetary cycles and their application to human life. As
explained in th&Rosicrucian Manual'the twentyfour hours constituting a day is divisible into
planetary cycle$s and '[t]he cycle of human life is divided into periods of seven years, each of
which is a cycle in the growth and development of the mind and body initiee"be

Lewis also drew on the cycle of seven as expressed by mystics in the concept of octaves. As
American Rosae Crucimagazine noted, "All the principal elements of matter arranged
themselves in a scale like that of the [piano]-kewrd consisting of octaves of seven [not&%]."
Self-Mastery: The Stars Incline They Do Not Compel

Throughout the&selfMasterybook and in all his astrological teachings and references, Lewis
stressed the concept of salfstery over fate.

As a longtime practicing astrologer, Lewis well knew astrology's fundamental principle, as
expressed by an earlier Rosicruciampkrator, Francis Bacdvwho wrote, "There is no fatal
necessity in the stars; but that they rather incline than cortfpel."

Lewis expressed this same principle in Rasicrucian Manualvhen he included this definition
for astrology:

An ancient scierebased upon close observance of the coincidence of human
characteristics with the date and hour of birth; time and careful analysis have proved the
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coincidences to be based upon fundamental laws regardless of whether the planets have
any effect upon birtlor upon the nature of man after birth. Only the fanatical extremist
make® or believed the claim that we are ruled by planets; at the utmost, planetary
influences can inspire and urge or tempt; the influences may indicate, but not control. All
mystics shold have a knowledge of the fundamentals of this old and evolving sénce.

As an astrologer, accustomed t dewisctltessede obser v
repeatedly that readers need to test his system's principles for therasgbaes of thir

evolution toward selfnastery®® Along these lines, he noted, "Man is either a victim of fate or

the master of his destiny!" By working in harmony with cycles,mrea n know t hr ough
observation and through t es taresuly dne tabecomé "the he ef
master of his fate, while he who fails to choose rightly and works out of harmony with the law is

a slave to fate and a victim of destiny unconsciously creéted."

How Lewis Organized His System

Lifting the veil on the mystical astrology that lies behBelfMastery and Fate with the Cycles
ofLiiebegins with analyzing the bookds table of
system:

Chapters 1 through 4 serve as an introduction.

Chapte 5 orients readers by helping them locate their place within the current lifetime to

determine i f theyodére on track with their asp

1 Chapters 6 through 9 address the yearly cycle; chapter 10 covers the monthly cycle, and
chapters 11 through 180k at the daily cycle. This structure leads readers from the general
(one lifetime) to the particular (the hours of each day) through progrgsshater units of
time to see how mastery of shorter periods helps organize and shape larger pehads so
readers can align with appropriate spiritual and material development.

1 Finally, chapters 14 through 16 examthes o u | cycle, situating the
the current |ifetime to indicate thacpresent
across lifetimes.

1 The book closes with chapt&?, offering final remarks about reincarnatidtralsoreinforces

Lewi sbébs withdrawal f adwsing rpadersgheynmawork ongheis ul t i n g

ownto use the system and mentioning supplemental materials AMORC created for use with

SelfMastery and Fatg(The supplemental materialsinclude qui ck r ef erence

indicator anda mini pamphlet explaining how to use the indicator praviding short

descriptions of the seven daily cycles).

T
T
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Figure 7.Lewis organize®elfMasteryand Fatevi t h a Azoom i n,Thaeboakopersut 0 ap |
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perspectiveacross multipldifetimes. Graphic with annotations by the author.
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The rest of thipaperbriefly describes the astrological basis for the lifetime, yearly, monthly,
and soul cycles, followed by detailed information about the daily cycles.

Lifetime or AHuman Lifeo Cycl e

The | ifetime or Ahuman | iTheeSonpleBegodseofHumant | i n e d
Life,0relies on the mysticalycle of seven, as governed by the planet Saturn, the great celestial
timekeeper.

Saturn has a 29%year orbit around the Sun. Eadbay, it goes retrograde for four and a half
months, appearing to move backward in the sky as seen from Earth.

For every person on Earth, Saturn brings challenges and tests every seven years. Astrologically,
thissevey ear t i mi ng c oi rowmahtando civallenging adgies in relationsto m

its positionatthe time of birth: a square (9fegree angle) at age sevanppposition (180
degrees) at age 14, another square at age 21,
retur no lametbadk ® thé dxactgosipidn it occupied at birth.

With each Saturn return, this planet concludes a series of alignwieiltesmmediately
begiming anotherseries helping each person spiral upward by experiencing the same
alignments at different agesd stages of liféo learn mastery and improve or build on earlier
life choices.

Monthly Cycles

As LewisnotedChapt er 1006s cy anb e sniosthyicyclesi addeelate totthe t h e
cycles of disease and sex.

Lewis divided tecytleintoomgpunits sf 3.5haaysachAs yn astrologer,

Lewis knew hese unitgorrelate with theno o nedlst phases, each of which lasts 3.5 days: the
monthly newmoon followed by the crescent, first quarter, gibbous, full, disseminating, last
quarter, and balsamic phases.

From an astrological perspective, theonand the monthly cycles provide a counterpart to the
Saturn and lifetime cycles. The planet Saturn oversees the zodiac sign Capricorn, whilerthe
oversees the sign Cancer. Thagas sit opposite each other on the zodiac, forming an axis of
complementary energies.

With the monthly cycles, in a single month we experience a pattern of ebbs anthftelesion
tothenewno on6s posi tlnhoomespordante withahe toncept of octaves and the

cycle of seven,xerysevendayd ur i ng a g¢gi Vv e nhemoommovedirgcand thenat i o n
away fromthe same challenging angles Saturn makes every severagaarsakes its way

through the same zodiacal territayer the course of neartiirty years.
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Yearly Cycle

In chapters 6 through @ewis addressedhéyearly cycle which reflects his concept of the cycle

of seven. As he explained, each yearly cyml®Ives severnperiods orcycles for each year of

|l ife. Every annual <c¢cycle begins with the pers
b us i 9 hrthday

Each period lastSfty -two days. Starting with Period No. 1, the cycles coincide with the days of
the week, with the planet governing each day also governing each ofday $9cles.

For example, Period No. 1 correspondsto Synda whi c-Bay é firdleidd nor i nfl uen
bythesunn. Peri od No. 2 cor r es p overseshythemomdimedesty ( i Mo
of the periods follow in the same order as the rest of the days of theRere&dd 3 corresponds

to Tuesday and Mar 4 corresponds to Wednesday and Mercury, 5 to Thursday and Jupiter, 6 to
Friday and Venus, and 7 to.Saturday (fASaturnd

Consulting any basic astrology text for information about the planets and the zodiac signs
associated with them cgmovide further guidance on the energies and opportunities available
during each of the seven periods.

Soul Cycle

In accordancevith all the other cyclethatLewis explained in other sections 8tlfMastery and

Fate the chapter about the sayicle reflects the mystical cycleofseéea r ecur.”As ng pat
already shownwe experiencéhis sevenfold patterim partas theweekly pattern involving the

seven days of the week.

As with the lifetime and yearly cycleksewis begarihe soul cyclé patternwith Period No. 1
For the soul cycle, this first periatarts at the Aries equinox in late Mayatich Lewis always
consideredhe true start of the spiritual and astrological y&8ar

Period No. 1 corresponds to Sunday andstime Period No2 corresponds to Monday and the

moon, and so on, through all the days of the week and the rest of the seven soul cycle periods.
Each period has an AA0 and a ABO0 polarity, th
energy and the second repmaieg the receptive expression.

Daily Cycle of Significant Hours

As with the yearly and soul <cycl es, Lewi sO0s s
he details in chapters 11 through Wailike all the other cycles, however, Lewdssignates the

daily periods using letters of the alphabet, from A through G, instead of nuff¥€rhls.

approach alerts readers that these periods differ from theaytties in the rest of the book, as

shown | ater in this etgeppE€orrespandtdtheeDays ef thé \Naeln How

N
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Planetary Hours

Lewis based the daily periods on the planetary hours, a system used in Hellenistic aeelogy
Figure 8) which arose primarily in Egypt and became the major form of astrological practice
around the rest of the Mediterranean region during the Hellenistic period (approxifinsitely
century BCE until about theeventhcentury CE).

Figure 8. Thigraphic shows the planetary order used in Hellenistic times. To read the planets in this

system, begin in the middle of the concentric spheres with the sun (indicated by the asterisk). Read

inward toward the center, which is Earth (represented by theateimtie containing a cross or plus sign,

our planetdéds alchemical symbol). After reaching t
i nward again; this Areading the planetsd in an on
determines the days of the week. With theh®dir day, the system skips ahead three positions by the start

of the following day, yielding the planet governing that next day. Graphic with annotations by the author.

Astrologers of that time ranked among best educated people and tended to be initaHtdse

mystery schools Many credited Hellenistic astrologyods
At hrice great Hermesodo of Rosicrucian traditio
connections.

In theJanuary 1917 issue @imerican Rosae Crugisemarks related totier der 6 s Astr ol o
Horoscopes say the horoscope fAmaps and readin
personal help in the study and interpretation of the ancient Egyptian SoidnceAst r ol ogy . 0
reference shows Lewis was familiar with Hellenistic astrology and its roots in Egypt; he also

may have been referndtdarn@gs asvearmn | olgders hingdt drhiec
Nefertiti and Akhnatorffourteenth century BE) as well as the prehistoric tinfimm whichthe

Primordial Traditionallegedly cameFor Rosicrucianshe Primordial Tradition seeks to

establish a fundamental origin of religious belief in all authentic religious teachings, adhering to
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